“The sepulchre at the rising of the sun”, Mark 16:2 1 RRARY 


pritish Lutheran 


No. 2 SATAN’S SNARES by Floyd Bo: 


The Ghost Walks 

“The Ghost Walks Again”, 
“Ghost Seen in Haunted House”. 
Almost every week we read such 
headlines in our papers of people 
who claim to have seen a ghosts 
These people report to have observed 
these spectres or apparitions” mater- 
lalise into a misty, green shape, a 
form perhaps even of a recognisable 
person, but without essence. They 
have watched them materialise and 
then dissolve again, or disappear 
through a wall. These ghosts have 
been observed in many different 
Iccalities, in houses, castles, churches, 
graveyards, etc. 

Recently, according to a London 
newspaper, a\ family in Berkshire 
moved out of their house because of 
terrible banging, rumbling and howl- 
ing noises. These noises came from 
the walls, furniture, and even the 
car, The house was torn apart trying 
to find the cause of these noises : 
floorboards were ripped up, archi- 
tects checked the walls for flaws. 
They found nothing. It was reported 
that the house had an oppressive 
atmosphere. 

From the West Country comes a 
report of a family who vacated their 
house because objects in the rooms 
were being moved about by. unseen 
hands. Pieces of furniture were 
flying around the room and crashing 
to the floor. 


Nonsense? 

When we read such accounts most 
of us probably say, “That is a lot of 
nonsense. People who tell such 
stories are hysterical, or imagining 
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these things, or else they are tryi 
to get publicity.” Perhaps a certé 
percentage of such reports is due 
an over a€tive imagination, poor e} 
sight or dreams. However, there é 
far too many*dependable and reliak 
reports to ignoresthem or to shr 
them off so easily. Most of the peoy 
who have given such\ reports 4 
normal, in good health, sensible a: 
unhysiterical, 


Terrified Disciples 

The disciples of Jesus believed 
ghosts. After the resurrection — 
Jesus, and when He — sudden 
appeared to the disciples behit 
locked doors, we read in Lu 
24: 3789: “Startled and terrifie 
they thought they were seeing 
ghost. But He said, Why are y 
so perturbed? Why do questionin 
arise in\your minds? Look at n 
hands and feet. It is I myself. Tow 
me and see; no ghost has flesh al 
bones as you can see that I have 
(N.E.B.) Again in the story of Jes 
walking upon the sea, when the di 
ciples saw Jesus, they were terrifi 
and cried/ out, “It is a ghost 


(N.E.B.) Matt. 14:24, Mark 6 :4€ 


What a Ghost is not 

If there are such things as ghos 
what are) they? First, let us disf 
some common beliefs, and show wh 
they are not. We know that they @ 
not the souls of men who have div 
either good or bad. The Bible ass 
us that upon the moment of dea 
thesoul leaves the body and goes 
either one of two places, heaven 
hell. The soul remains in eith 
heaven or hell until the Last Di 
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n it is reunited with the body. 
» souls of men do not remain on 
h, Jesus said to the thief on the 
s, “Today shalt thou be with Me 
paradise,” Luke 23:43. In the 
able of the rich man and poor 
arus, Jesus tells us that neither 
' saved nor the damned are per- 
ted to return to the earth, Luke 


19-31. 


at the Witch Saw! 
ifter the disobedience of King 
i, God would not answer him 
dreams, urim or prophets. Saul 
jesperation turns to the devil. He 
s to the Witch of Endor and asks 
to bring up Samuel, who was 
id and buried, so that Samuel 
ld tell Saul what would happen 
che battle with the Philistines. The 
man was able to see and speak 
this spectre. Saul said, “What 
m is he of? And she said, An old 
n cometh up; and he is covered 
th a mantle” I Sam. 28: 14. This 
s not actually the soul of Samuel; 
was a demon _ impersonating 
nuel. The devil can impersonate 
nan angel of light. “So Saul died 
his transgression which he com- 
tted against the Lord, even against 
» word of the Lord, which he kept 
t, and also for asking counsel of 
e that had a familiar spirit, to in- 
ire of it, and inquired not of the 
rd; therefore he slew him” I 
ronicles 10: 13-14. The Lord 
w Saul for turning to this evil 
rit. 


mons Cast Out 

Both houses mentioned at the be- 
ining of this article, the house 
th the moving objects, were ex- 
‘ised by Christian clergymen. I 
ard the couple from the West 
untry interviewed on_ television. 
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They said that since the exorcism 
they have not been bothered. The 
newspaper reported that the house 
with the noises has been quiet since 
the exorcism. 

These houses were possessed by 
evil spirits. Why are certain houses 
bothered and others not? It is hard 
to answer this question with any 
certainty. Perhaps these ghosts are 
the evil demons that once possessed 
people now dead. They remain in 
the house or locality once inhabited 
by the dead person. On occasion 
they materialise, as did the demon 
who impersonated Samuel. But they 
need not always be demons who 
once possessed people. 

We have no reason from the 
Bible to believe that Samuel was pos- 
sessed by an evil demon, yet one did 
impersonate him. 

Our Prayer 

An old litany contains the prayer, 
“Keep us from things that go bump 
in the night.” 

Michael the Archangel defeated 
the dragon. The good angels are 
more powerful than the evil. Christ 
sends the good angels to protect his 
children from harm by the evil 
angels. This is our comfort. Luther’s 
evening prayer and advice are good. 
“I thank Thee, my heavenly Father, 
through Jesus Christ, Thy dear Son, 
that Thou hast graciously kept me 
this day; and I pray Thee that Thou 
wouldst forgive me all my sins where 
I have done wrong, and graciously 
keep me this night. For into Thy 
hands I commend myself, my body 
and soul, and all things. Let thy Holy 


Angel be with me, that the wicked 


foe may have no power over-me, 
Amen. 
Then go to sleeep at once and in 
good cheer.” 
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The Word Shall Stand 


Speaking to Our Father — 


We have so far not had a discus- 
sion on the matter of praying. Could 
we do that today? 

Yes, of course. Prayer is some- 
thing that is very vitally connected 
with our Christian profession and 
life and we really ought to speak 
about it much more often than we 
do. 


So many seem to regard praying 
as a lot of hocus-pocus or supersti- 
tion and those who pray as nothing 
but poor deluded fools. Certainly, to 
be known as one who prays means 
to be regarded as one who isn’t “with 
at. 

How right you are! But I should 
never allow myself to be disturbed 
by this situation. There always have 
been those who have laughed at the 
idea of praying to God and there 
always will be such people as long as 
this earth stands. It is sometimes sug- 
gested that no person of great educa- 
tion and learning would pray. The 
truth is that those who mock at 
prayer come from all walks of life 
and all classes of society, and that 
there are amongst the wise and 
learned of this world not a few who 
daily humbly bow the knee before 
the King of kings. Men mock at 
prayer and have always done so and 
make a god of their own intelligence 
and wisdom and strength. But I 
would suggest that we do not spend 
any more time on this matter. We 
have God’s Word, the Holy Scrip- 
tures. And there can be no doubt 
what these say about prayer. 
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-and 


How would you, in the brie 
possible way, answer the questi 
What is prayer? 

Prayer is the speaking of Christi 
pe ople ( ‘the believers in Christ) w 
their Feaventy Father. 

It seems very natural for child 
to want to speak with their Fath» 


You are certainly right. Nothi 
is more natural than that we Chri 
ians should want to commune w. 
the Triune God. Through wh 
Christ has done and suffered, we @ 
at peace with God; we are His chi 
ren and heirs. For all that He 
done for us, our hearts are ovs 
flowing with love and gratitude | 
wards Him, We long to speak wi 
Him, to be in communion with Hi 


May our prayers ever be direct 
to anyone but the Triune God? I a 
this, because I have a friend who te 
me that he often prays to vari 
saints: Mary, St. Christopher a 
many others. 

The only prayers which the Bi 
approves and recognizes are thw 
which are directed to the true Go 
The prayer of the trustful believer 
Isaiah 63 includes these words (ve 
16) : “Doubtless Thou art our Fath; 
though Abraham be ignorant of 
Israel acknowledge us ny 
Thou, O Lord, art our Father, « 
Redeemer.” Abraham must, by @& 
standards, be ranked with the v» 
foremost of the saints; yet here Ge» 
people are told that Abraham, be. 
dead, is ignorant of them. The sai 
do not and cannot hear our pray» 
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Inly God can. To pray to the 
‘ts is to give them a recognition 
an honour that belongs to God 
ie. 


Vhat about the prayers of people 
the Mohammedans and the Jews 
9, while they acknowledge only 
God, do not accept Christ and 
Holy Trinity? 
‘o the Jew and the Mohammedan 
Christ of the Bible is a blasphe- 
and the teaching about the 
ly Trinity the most preposterous 
(sphemy. But Jesus Himself makes 
fs plain and clear as anything can 
made that He is the one and 
y way to the Father and that any- 
» who rejects Him rejects God and 
tomes an idolater. “I am the way, 
truth, and the life: no man 
neth unto the Father, but by me”, 
the solemn words of our Lord. 
nineteen centuries men have 
ied to overthrow these words, but 
yy stand today, as they always will, 
| the eternal, umpregnable truth. 
id so will these: ‘‘Whosoever 
uieth the Son, the same hath not 
» Father: he that acknowledgeth 
: Son hath the Father also” I John 
423. In our prayers there can be no 
‘proach to God excepting through 
‘vist. We recognize this when we 
id to our prayers, “We ask this in 
sus’ name”, or sumilar words. 


ut don’t we have to admit that 
ny non-Christian prayers are very 
cere? 


Of course we do. And we are in- 
jed at all times to act with sincerity. 


nouncements 


Hothorpe Hall. 
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} Tenth Annual Synod—Friday and Saturday, 
| Synodical Budget Conference—Saturday, 
| Luther League Convention—Saturday and Sunday, 
Lutheran Womens League Retreat ond Rally—Saturday and Sunday, 23-24 May— 


But sincerity does not and never has 
made any action right and good and 
holy — though the lack of sincerity 
may make an otherwise good action 
evil. During the last few decades 
countless millions of people in various 
parts of the world have been done 
to death for one cause or another. 
There can be no doubt whatsoever 
that in some of these cases, at least, 
the action of the murderers was 
bound up with the most complete 
sincerity! A hundred million tons of 
sincerity can never eradicate the 
consequences of rejecting Christ. 


Would you explain just a little 
more exactly what it means to pray 
in Christ’s name? 

By ourselves we have no right to 
approach God because of the sin that 
is against us and because the holy 
qn Trice ; 
God can have no dealing with a 


guilty sinner. When we trust and be- 


lieve in Christ who lived for us a 
perfect life and paid for our sins with 
His blood and death on the cross, 
our sins are forgiven, and God looks 
upon us as not guilty, as righteous. 
We can then with complete confi- 
dence approach Him in our prayers, 
pleading the righteousness we have in 
and through Christ. ‘This is praying 
in Jesus’ name—and such praying 
God cannot refuse to hear, 


I have quite a few more questions 
to ask about praying. Is there still 
time? 

I’m afraid not. But we shall con- 


tinue this discussion next time. 
W. P. Borcas 


1-2 May—St. Andrews, Ruislip.” 
4 April—St. Andrews, Ruislip. 
16-17 May—Hothorpe Hall. 
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After 25 years in the Holy Ministry, Pastor W, P, Borgas of Boreham Wood, writes 


Labourers of the Lord 


I recently had the privilege of being 
able to celebrate the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of my ordination to the 
Office of the Ministry. The Editor 
has done me the honour of asking me 
on this occasion to set down for 
British LuTHERAN readers some 
thoughts regarding the office. 

One meets various widely differing 
ideas regarding the Christian minis- 
try. These ideas can perhaps be best 
summed up by the two extreme forms 
in which they occur. On the one 
hand, you have those who regard the 
ministry almost as something super- 
fluous, or as an obsolete institution 
that has had its day. On the other 
hand, there is the idea—imore com- 
mon than the first—that the Christ- 
ian ministry (priesthood) — stands 
between the ordinary Christian and 
God and that the Christian’s way to 
God is, in fact, through the ministry. 
Where this idea prevails you have 
also the other idea that the ministers 
of the Church are a separate class of 
people with some kind of indelible 
mark upon them, occupying a posi- 
tion somewhat similar to that of the 
priesthood of the Old Testament. 
The Scriptural truth lies, as it so 
often does, between the two extremes. 


One Mediator 


A word first of all about the second 
extreme. The Old Testament priest- 
hood ceased (having fulfilled its func- 
tion as a pointer to Christ) with the 
coming of Christ, who as the great 
High Priest offered up His own blood 
for the sins of the world (Heb, 9). 
Now there is “no more offering for 
sin” and no more mediation of a 
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e 
priesthood between God and 


“There is one God and one media 
between God and men, the M 
Christ. Jesus” (I Tim. 2%5). @ 
office of the ministry is not an off 
of mediatorship., 

Also, when Peter says (1 Pet. 2 :9 
“You are a chosen race, a ro} 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s oy 
people, that you may declare t 
wonderful deeds of Him who call 
you out of darkness into His mi 
vellous light”, he is without dow 
referring to all Christians and ce 
tainly not only to those who hold t 
Office of the Ministry. The ministi 
of the Gospel are indeed set aps 
by the Church for a special wos 
but they are not a separate class 
though they alone were engaged — 
the work of the Lord or there we 
no approach to God excepti 
through their offices. 


An indispensable office? 

Now what of the other idea wh 
regards the office of the ministry 
something which the Church m 
have or not have according to 
fancy? It certainly is beyond «| 
pute that Christ Himself appoin? 
twelve apostles—and others, as 
learn, e.g., from Luke 10—for 
special purpose of proclaiming 
Gospel. It is He who told the « 
ciples to “go into all the world a 
preach the Gospel to every creatur 
It is He who wants us to “pray © 
Lord of the harvest that He woy 
send forth labourers into His }y 
vest,” The first Christian congre| 
tions appointed men (“elders” 
“bishops”) who had the oversi; 
over the flocks placed into th 
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ge and were responsible for the 
‘lic preaching and teaching and 
administration of the Sacraments. 
ul speaks of these men as having 
on placed into their office by the 
»ly Ghost Himself (Acts 20 :28). 
.e New Testament regards the 
fice of the Ministry as indispens- 
.e, and very specific directions are 
en in regard to what is expected 
a pastor and what honour and 
eem is to be accorded to his office. 
Pomme 2a Mihesss Si 2ee13 
d other passages). 


od’s institution 


The Office of the Ministry has 
en instituted by God Himself. It is 
fe highest, the most vital, the most 
portant office in all the world. It 
concerned with the immortal souls 
men. 

Strange as it may at first sound, 
is does not mean that a _ pastor 
fn convert souls. He cannot convert 
single person. He is to preach and 
ach the Gospel, without which no 
ne can be saved. But when it comes 
| the actual opening of blind eyes 
at may see and the moving of 
jubborn hearts that they may be- 
eve, this is something which only 
1e Holy Ghost Himself is capable 
| doing. A man confesses Jesus as 
is God and Saviour, not by any 
ower which the preacher of the 
ospel gives him, but only by the 
ower which the Holy Spirit bestows. 
No man can say that Jesus is Lord, 
ut by the Holy Ghost.” 


ivery Christian a Priest 


Connected with false notions about 
ne powers and gifts of the pastor is 
de idea that he is necessarily a more 
ffective witness for Christ than a 
thristian layman. So often Christ- 
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ians take the attitude, when some- 
one enquires of them about their 
Christian faith: “I must put the 
pastor onto him.” Now it is true that 
a pastor ought to be a man who is 
“able to give instruction in sound 
doctrine and also to confute those 
who contradict it” (Titus 1: 9). It is 
also true to say that a faithful pastor 
will not refuse to help where his help 
is needed. But it is just as true that 
every Christian belongs to the 
“royal priesthood” who are to “show 
forth the praises of Him who has 
called us out of darkness into His 
marvellous light”. Every Christian 
should aim to improve, with God’s 
help, in his ability to speak to others 
about Jesus the Saviour and be pre- 
pared to use this ability. 


Wanted : Pastors 


Yet it is true that a faithful, well- 
trained ministry, dedicated to the 
work of proclaiming the Word, is in- 
dispensable. We of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of England need 
such a ministry too. God alone can 
give it. He has given us our West- 
field House at Cambridge for the 
purpose of training men as pastors. 
It must be our unceasing prayer that 
the Lord of the Church would 
richly bless the work of this institu- 
tion and provide for it a constant 
stream of young men ready to dedi- 
cate their lives to the ministry of 
the Word. 

I have been asked in recent weeks 
if I personally have ever regretted 
my decision to become a minister 
of the Gospel. I have never regretted 
it. On the contrary, I thank the 
Lord of the Church that He has 
granted me the special privilege of 
serving Him as a Christian pastor for 
the past twenty-five years. 
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N @WS from our churches 


SPECIAL PLANS FOR ANNIVERSARY SYNOD 


Special arrangements will mark the Tenth Annual Synod of the Evange 
lical Lutheran Church of England. The anniversary Synod will take plac 
at St. Andrews Lutheran Church, Ruislip, on 1-2 May, 1964. Althougl 


the two original ELCE congregations 


. Luther-Tyndale and Holy Trinity u 


London, date back to 1896 and 1903 respectively, the First Synod was no 


held until 1955, 


The host congregation 
observes its own tenth anni- 
versary in 1964. The first 
Lutheran services in Ruislip 
were held in a community 
hall in November 1954. In 
June 1955 St. Andrews was 
organised as an ELCE con- 
gregation. Over its first de- 
cade, the congregation has 
grown from one family to 90 
communicants and 220 bap- 
tized members. 

The Rev. John Sims, min- 
ister of Christ Lutheran 
Church, Petts Wood, Kent 
will deliver the 1964 Synod- 


ical Essay under the title, 
“That They All May Be 
One”, the theme of the 
Synod. Pastor Sims _ will 


deal with the theology of Christian unity, 
examing the ecumenical movements of our 
day, and pointing to the role of the 
Lutheran church in such discussions, 


PROGRESS ON NEW CHURCHES 


Designs for the three new churches 
projected by ELCE congregations for 
1964 have all received the approval of 
both local congregation and the Execu- 
tive Council. The three proposed build- 
ings are for Lutheran congregations at 


Petts Wood in Kent, Harlow in Essex, 
and Sunderland in Co. Durham. 
Christ Lutheran Church, the Rev. 


John Sims pastor, hopes soon to announce 
the date for the ground-breaking cere- 
mony for their new church. Planning and 
by-law consent has already been obtained 
from the local government authorities. 
Tenders have been received and _neces- 
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St, Andrew's Lutheran Church, Ruislip, Middl: 


sary reductions and omissions made. Ty 
a meeting on Friday, 2 March, to whicl! 
all communicants were invited, the whol) 
project was presented and the financia 
arrangements explained. The congregai 
tion will receive a loan from the Churc] 
Extension Fund and will, in consultatiow 
with the Executive Council, set up a 2C 
year repayment schedule by which thy 
loan for the church will be amortized. 


St. Timothys Lutheran Church, Sur 
derland, gave their approval to the arch 
tect’s plans on Tuesday, 25 February. Th 
designs are now being considered by th 
planning officials of Sunderland, whos 
reply is expected the first week of Apri 
If the plans are approved, tenders fc» 
construction will be invited soon after, 


At Harlow, the new town 30 mile 
north of London, where the design of thu 
proposed church has already bee) 
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sed, plans are being prepared for the by the East Kilbride Development Corp- 
sonage which will also be on the half-  oration—a half-acre fronting the Glasgow 
site. After approval by the Harlow _ bus route in the Westwood neighbourhood 
regation and the Executive Council, of the new town, 
drawings will be submitted to local 
norities for planning and by-law con- DR. NAGEL CO-CHAIRMAN 


Dr. Norman Nagel, preceptor of sere 
L field House, Cambridge, and Dr, Franklin 
*-FAB. HALL FOR EAST KILBRIDE Sherman, Lutheran tutor at Mansfield 
“he Lutheran mission at East Kilbride College, Oxford, were elected as co-chair 
stepping forward. Begun eighteen ™&n of the Lutheran Free Jonference at 
ths ago with a Christian Film Fes- @ meeting at 8 Collingham Gardens, 
1, it has worshipped since at the London, S,W.5, on Tuesday, 17 March. 
-C.A. hall in the new town’s centre, The two theological tutors will serve for 
from this summer onwards, Pastor OMe year, after which the experiment of 
Fanning and his people will have co-chairmanship will be reviewed by the 
ir own hall and their own site. At a Conference. The retiring chairman is Dr, 
sting held after the evening service on  Jaak Taul, dean of the Estonian 
day, 15 March, some 25 adults dis- Lutheran Chureh in this country, 
ed what kind of temporary hall they The Lutheran Free Conference is an 
suld have. Some thought that they — association of pastors representing the 
uld themselves build the hall to their various Lutheran churches that are active 
design and entirely with their own in the United Kingdom. Dr. EB, Geo, 
ur; others favoured a prefabricated Pearce and Dr. Norman Nagel are the 
1, the shell erected by the supplying ELCE representatives. The Conference 
, all the interior partitions, cabinets meets regularly to discuss doctrine, 
finishings by themselves. The latter especially controverted points, to arrange 
s adopted because a prefabricated Lutheran theological conferences, to ex- 
ding could, after its service in East change information, and to foster such 
bride, be more easily taken down for co-operation among Lutheran churches as 
rection at another ELCE mission site. the principles of participating bodies 
e hut will be built on the site provided allow. 


MEMORIAL WREATHS 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of his mother Mrs, Am» 
Cremer who died 23 Feb. 1962, from Mr, Jonathan Cremer and family 
£2 for the Church Extension Fund, 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. Samuel Conas, 
from the Rev. and Mrs, L, F, Brighton, Sr., $6 for the Church Extension 
Fund. 

To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs, Susannah Mead, 
from Mr. and Mrs. Reginald Mead and family, Mr. and Mrs. A, Brooke, 
Miss Marie and Miss Charlotte Lawton, total £7 for the Chureh Exten- 
ston Fund. 

To the glory of God and in loving memory of the Father of Pastor M, 
Brammeier, from Mr. and Mrs, A, Brooke, £1 for the Church Extension 
Fund, 

To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs, E, Wilkes of Holy 
Trinity, London, who died 12 February, from Mrs. Emma Smith Sr, Mr, 
Arthur Smith, Mr. Albert Smith, £1 10s. Od. for the Lutheran Hour, 

To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr, Jefferson Wright 
of Pana, Illinois, from the Rev. and Mrs, L, Brighton, Sr., $6 for the 
Church Extension Fund, 
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Our Churches in the New: 


The Boreham Wood and Elstree Post An on Monday evening Pastor Borg 
Thursday, February 27, 1964 thought he was going to attend 


a an Renee E ordinary meeting of the Church Counc 
poe eae pig te e ne When he arrived, however, he found 


gathering of pastors and their wives fre 
The Rev. W. P. Borgas, Pastor of the all over the London area and a cou 

Lutheran Church in Furzehill-road, from Cambridge, all of whom he had m 

Boreham Wood, celebrated 25 years in some time during his Ministry. 

the Ministry last Thursday and the fol- fast Kilbride News 

lowing day he celebrated his 23rd wed- Friday, March 13, 1964 


ding anniversary with his wife, Lela. 
FIRST “SCOTTISH LUTHERAN” 

BAPTISM CEREMONY 

Mr. and Mrs. Graham Rose, 18 Kelv 
Drive, presented their seven year ¢ 
daughter Lynda for Holy  Baptis 
according to the command of Jes 
Christ in Matthew 28:19. The servi 
was performed by the resident Luther 
pastor, the Rev. W. H. Fanning, on Tue 
day, March 3rd, at Killearn Hospi 
where Lynda has been gaining streng 
after a serious operation. Twelve relativ 
and friends were present for the cet 
mony, where Lynda, in words loud ai 
clear, professed her living faith 
Christ. 


Kentish Times 
Friday, 20 March 


PASTOR SPEAK TO COUNCIL OF 
CHURCHES ON HOLY COMMUNIC 


The Petts Wood minister (the Rev. 
Sims) spoke to Bromley Council 
Christian Churches on the Luther 
Church and its teaching on Holy Cos 
munion at the Central Hall, Bromley, — 
Thursday last week. 

The young adults of the congregatii 
met at the parsonage on Friday for 
Cutting the Anniversary Cake, farewell party for Mr. John Mealix 

Photo by Peter Crawley. Organist at the church. Mr. Mealing, w 
lives at Sidcup, is a jazz musician and! 

Members of the church congregation going on a working trip to Majorca | 
presented Pastor Borgas with an 18th seven months. 
century ivory carving of Christ before While the damaged organ (report 
Pilate at a social church meeting on last week) is being mended a small po 
Thursday evening. The presentation was able organ is being used at the Sundi 
a complete surprise to the pastor; in fact service. This organ was used on ft 
he did not even know that the many battle field of Montecasino during 1 
friends who had contributed to the pre- Italian campaign, when thousands 
sent were aware that he had been in the Poles were killed. It is being lent by t 
Ministry for 25 years. A special cake had Polish Lutheran Bishop in England, ay 
also been made for his wedding anni- was also borrowed before the congreg 
versary. tion had their present organ. 


TEN BRITISH LUTHER | 


1 the Church Extension Fund figures published below, a new column appears for 
first time: withdrawals. Heretofore, the BririsH LUTHERAN has shown only loans 
donations, what has come in each month in deposits from investors, but not 
t has gone out in withdrawals. 
et what goes owt in withdrawals is as important for the church as what comes in 
oans and donations. After all, the function of CEF is to make money available to 
zregations for the acquisition of sites, churches, and parsonages. The more de- 
ts left in, the more useful is CEF. The fewer the withdrawals, the better it can 
ll its purpose. 
hat is in the Fund, and stays in, can be used to build churches; what goes out 
not. 
‘arious kinds of loans come into CEF. Some loans are large, in hundreds of pounds; 
e are small. Some are long-term loans, left for years; others short-term, withdrawn 
r a few weeks or months. 
‘EF, like a bank, receives many short-term loans. Indeed, since the inception of 
Fund, church members have been encouraged to think of CEF in this way, as a 
1k where they can save for holidays, for Christmas, for paying rates, and from 
ich they can withdraw their money quickly and easily whenever they need it. In 
last seven years, many ELCE members have found this to be so. So now they 
»osit, week by week or month by month, sums in CEF, knowing full well that in 
2w months they will withdraw their accumulated savings for their summer holidays 
some other purpose. In for a while, then out again. 
Such deposits, though they are small and in the Fund for only a limited time, 
important. Important now, for already they provide CEF with a steady, week-by- 
2k income. Important for the future, since the small but regular investments of 
ny people, as opposed to the occasional large deposits of the few, must become the 
:kbone of the Fund. Important also are the small sums deposited by children. The 
Id who in Sunday School today learns the habit of buying a shilling Savings 
mp each week will be the regular CEF investor of tomorrow. 
One thing is clear: every deposit, large or small, whether left for years or a few 
mths, helps the church while it is in the Fund. 
et it is equally obvious that long-term loans help more than short-term loans, and 
it the fewer the withdrawals, the more is left in the Fund for building churches. 
That is why The 21 Plan, recently announced, is so commendable. It suggests that 
ekly deposits should stay in CEF for many years before the total sum is withdrawn. 
is means not only maximum interest to the investor but also maximum value to 
: church’s building programme. 
You want your CEF loan to be of maximum benefit to the church. You can turn 
rt of your regular deposits into a long-term loan by investing each week something 
‘ra, an additional sum which you intend to leave in, a sum over and above that 
sich you will have later to withdraw. Go on saving for your holidays or for Christ- 
is' through CEF, but, in addition, save purposely for Christ and His work by 
tra amounts which you will leave in and will not need to withdraw at an early date. 
‘That way, the working assets of CEF will be built up. That way, your part in 
2 church’s advance will grow. That way, what comes in from you into CEF will 
ways be more, and increasingly more, than what goes out. 


CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 
OUR PERFORMANCE (For one month, February) 


Loans Donat’ns Withd’ls Loans Donat’ns Withd’ls 
NTISH TOWN £57 £13 185 HARLOW 9 Tie 0 
TTENHAM 397 8 12 PLYMOUTH 8 0 86 
ISLIP 63 2 113 EAST KILBRIDE 13 0 0 
NDERLAND 119 4 0 POLISH LUTHERANS 113 0 0 
ts WOOD 65 1 130 OTHERS 13 74 0 
/REHAM WOOD 35 0 0 — ——_ — 
RDIFF 3 0 0» Grand Total £938 £111 £526 
MBRIDGE 40 8 0 £1049 
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Two pen and ink 
drawings by 
Latvian Lutheran 
artist, Ansis 
Berzins. 
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THE MASTER PLAN PRAYS AND PR‘ 
A MATURE AND FINANCIALLY IND 
DENT CHURCH BEFORE 1985 


Plan is— 


% realistic : it projects a rate of | 
(15%) in membership and giving w 
little more than our actual perfo 
over the past ten years 


* challenging: it promises finan 
dependence within the lifetime c 
of us 


% long-range: it provides a develc 
programme for the next twenty 


* believing: it believes that Gc 
keep His promises in the future 
has in the past 


If you don’t understand the equation 
top of the column, ask the represe 
in your congregation of 


Master Pla 


Peasetica Lutheran Church of En 


